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prejudice which they would be called upon to
combat. They deemed themselves children of
the world by virtue of their association with
great events, great persons, and a great career ;
but of our island world they had grown curiously
forgetful. . . . They had lived in a hot-house ;
they were going into a fog."1
Embarking from Cuxhaven, they landed at
Yarmouth and proceeded, amidst scenes of the
utmost popular enthusiasm, by way of Ipswich
and Colchester to London. Nelson drove through
the City in MI uniform, with the Harniltons5 to
Xerot's Hotel in King Street^ St. James's, where
they met Fanny and his father. For several days
official business and official receptions filled up
the time. The Hamiltons dined \\ith the Nelsons
and the Nelsons dined with the Hamiltons, they
all went to the theatre, and Nelson went to a
Guildhall banquet and took his seat in the House
of Lords. But there was trouble right from the
start.
On Nelson's instructions, Davison had taken
a house for him for a year, No. 17, Dover Street.
Fanny, the neglected faithful wife, was com-
pletely nonplussed by Nelson's and Emma's
behaviour. For months and months she had
been haunted by rumours, including excerpts
from French newspaper quoted in the English
press. Her whole nature was outraged by her
first impression of Emma's unconventional ex-
uberance ; she could not cap stories about kings
and queens and cabinets and had no desire to
do so even if she could. Faded,, sensitive and
prematurely ageds she was hardly less suited to
1 Walter Sichel, Emma, Lady Hamilton